FOREWORD

IN NOVEMBER 1960, AFTER 10 years in the House of
Commons, I found myself banished from it and launched
into a long and bitter constitutional struggle. During the exile
that followed I had more time to travel and to think about
Britain and the world than is possible when you are absorbed
in day to day politics.

These chapters, with minor corrections, reprinted from The
Guardian in which they first appeared, are the product of
those years in the wilderness. They were written for people
who share the same impatience that I have with the frustra-
tion and defeatism that have characterised this country
during the last decade. These are the people who worked so
hard to secure the election of the Labour Government in
October. These are the people upon whom the success or
failure of this Government now depends.

The regeneration of Britain is one of the most urgent and
exciting tasks facing us today- To achieve it we must really
understand the contemporary world, see its possibilities, iden-
tify its dangers and evolve new institutions powerful enough
to give us control of our destiny. It will mean furious dis-
cussion, continual innovation and the courage to think every-
thing out afresh. Above all, it means that we must learn to
believe in ourselves again.
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